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The IAM, Machinists Union and IAMAW are all proper references for the International 
Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers, AFL-CIO/CLC. 
 
IAM International President Tom Buffenbarger is the highest elected leader in the union. 
All IAM leaders, from the local level to the international, are nominated in open meetings and 
democratically elected through a direct, secret-ballot vote of the union membership.  
 
Total IAM membership: 450,000 active, dues-paying members in the U.S., Canada, Puerto 
Rico and Guam; 720,000, counting retirees and members on strike or layoff. 
 
Who the IAM represents: The IAM is the world’s largest aerospace union representing some 
120,000 employees at facilities including the Kennedy, Johnson and Marshall Space Flight 
Centers, Cape Canaveral and other NASA locations; Boeing; Lockheed Martin; UTC/Pratt & 
Whitney; General Electric; Raytheon; Cessna; Learjet; Aerojet; Goodrich, Bombardier and 
GKN. The IAM is also concentrated in the air and rail transport industries; government 
service; automotive; electronics; ship building; forestry products and general manufacturing. 
 
How the IAM is structured: IAM members belong to one of 1,100 Local Lodges which 
typically include employees at one or more local companies. Each “Local” is affiliated with 
one of 82 District Lodges representing many locals within a larger geographic area. 
 
Union members elect seven territorial Vice Presidents to oversee IAM activities in Canada, 
the Eastern, Midwestern, Western and Southern U.S. states, at IAM Headquarters and 
throughout the Transportation industry (i.e. the railroads and airlines). The seven General Vice 
Presidents, plus the International President and General Secretary-Treasurer comprise the 
Executive Council, the union’s highest leadership body.   
 
Founded May 5, 1888 in Atlanta, Georgia, the IAM is one of the oldest unions in North 
America and the only major industrial union with its roots in the south. 
 
IAM Headquarters is in Upper Marlboro, Maryland, just outside Washington, D.C. 
 
IAM web site: www.goiam.org. includes negotiations updates, breaking news and a wide 
range of information about the IAM, its departments and services. 

“Export Airplanes, Not Jobs!” 


